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Soil and Groundwater Evaluation at the Family Housing Area[image: image4.jpg]



Fact Sheet No. 2000-1 

Pope AFB, North Carolina

June 2000 
This Fact Sheet was created to bring the Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) activities to the public's attention and to supply the community with information.  It provides information on environmental installation restoration activities scheduled for the base family housing area. The Air Force has determined past motor pool activities in a portion of the base family housing area may have caused soil or groundwater contamination. The map on page 3 shows the location of this area.

History of the Family Housing Area

The Family Housing Area once consisted of three motor pool and gas station locations that were built during WWII. These facilities were removed in the 1950s.  The Cardinal Heights housing area was constructed in 1963 and the Hillcrest Housing area was built in 1973. Figures 2 and 3 on page 3 show the Area of Concern (AOC) superimposed on photos from 1946 and 1994.  There are no records available of the demolition, therefore it is not known if environmental damage occurred due to the release of petroleum products or solvents.

Due to this area's historical land use, a limited investigation is needed to assess whether chemicals have been introduced into the environment that may adversely impact human health. The contaminants under investigation at the housing area are petroleum products, solvents and metals. To date, there is no information to lead the Air Force to believe the Family Housing Area has suffered any environmental damage.       

Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection 

A preliminary assessment and site inspection (PA/SI) will be completed to determine if contamination is present in soil or groundwater. This will be accomplished by:

· Drilling four soil borings and collecting soil samples
· Installing three groundwater-monitoring wells and collecting groundwater samples
· Testing soil and groundwater samples for metals and contaminants that are known to be present in petroleum products and solvents
· A North Carolina independent certified laboratory will be used for all analytical work 
This field effort will last approximately 1 week.  Analytical results will be available after 2 weeks and will then be evaluated to determine if further action is necessary.  Drilling activities will take place on a weekday during regular business hours.  Residents should experience little or no impact due to these activities.  

Potential Health Risks

At this time, there is no indication that contamination exists or that there are any public health or environmental problems. Conservatively, all possible pathways that could lead to human exposure were investigated.  And the only possible pathway by which residents could come into contact with the suspected contamination is via surface soils. Due to the age and type of the potential contamination, surface soil contamination is very unlikely. This PA/SI will determine the presence or absence of contamination. Should the test results of the soil and groundwater samples find contamination, the potential health risks will be re-evaluated and additional recommendations will be made.   

Quick Questions and Answers

When did the housing area become an AOC?  In 1995, a record's search identified a portion of the housing area where army motor pools were formerly located. 

What happened at the motor pools to cause concern now?  Typical motor pool operations include use of petroleum products and solvents. It was designated an AOC so that Pope AFB could investigate the site and determine if past operational practices caused any releases of contaminants to the soil or groundwater. 

Are there records of motor pool activities and contamination that might have occurred?  No records exist which document past waste handling practices or indicate that any type of spill occurred. 

When were the motor pools operated?  The motor pools were built during WWII and demolished some time before the Cardinal Heights housing area was built.

Was any cleanup done when the motor pools were closed?  No records exist which document tank removal, soil analyses, or if any site cleanup was required. There are indications of considerable grading of the area prior to construction of the housing area. 

When were the housing areas built?  The Cardinal Heights housing area was constructed in 1963 and the Hillcrest housing area was built in 1973. 

Was the land used for anything else before the housing area was built?  Old aerial photographs indicate that the area was wooded and not developed prior to the motor pools being built. The motor pools were the only activity prior to housing construction in the area. Previous land use for the rest of Hillcrest and Cardinal Heights family housing areas have been classified as landscaped, commercial, and transitional. 

Why are we just now hearing about this?  The Air Force ranks and prioritizes site restoration activities based on risk to human health and the environment from known or possible releases of contamination. The potential for petroleum or solvent related contamination to cause any health risks for residents at the Family Housing Area is expected to be minimal. The Family Housing Area was considered a low risk AOC. We are now informing residents of this AOC so as not to cause alarm during the upcoming investigation activities. 

Why is work just now starting? Pope AFB has only recently been provided funds for the PA/SI project at this and five other AOCs. In light of insufficient resources, the Air Force has been required to make tough funding decisions. Other bases with known heavily contaminated sites were given precedence over "study" projects so they can comply with EPA or state directed cleanup goals. 

Is it safe to be living over this AOC?  There is no evidence that contamination from the motor pool areas actually exists or is causing any public health or environmental problems.

Is it safe for children to be playing in this area?  There is no indication of surface soil contamination associated with the former motor pools. Also, it is very unlikely that the types and age of potential soil contamination typical of motor pools would accumulate in grass in sufficient quantity to adversely impact a child, even over a long period of time. 

Pope AFB Is Committed

Throughout restoration efforts, the Air Force will use innovative technologies to ensure the fastest possible cleanup of contamination on the base. Several interim removal actions have already taken place at Pope AFB. In the future, the base will rely heavily on treatment technologies that clean up contaminated soil and groundwater without removing them from their locations. The North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) encourages management practices that can be achieved on location. By treating contamination at the site, workers and nearby residents are not exposed to typical hazards associated with digging and moving contaminated soils. Also, treatment in place may be less expensive than removal technologies.  

Public Involvement

The 43d Airlift Wing Environmental Protection Committee directs management programs to ensure the base follows all federal, state and local environmental laws. The 43d Civil Engineer Squadron manages the Installation Restoration Program at Pope AFB. The public is encouraged to participate in the decision making process. The Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meets semi-annually and the meeting dates are published in the Fayetteville Observer.  Contact Mr. Paul Humphrey with questions regarding RAB meetings at (910) 394-1627.  

Summary

The Family Housing Area has been identified as an AOC due to motor pool activities that took place prior to the 1950s.  The current risk to human health and the environment is believed to be low.  The Air Force will perform environmental investigations to verify these predictions.  Investigation activities will take place and evaluations of results will all occur within a 3-4 week period.  Should you have any questions or concerns contact the Public Affairs Office at the address below.

For more information, contact:

43d Airlift Wing Public Affairs Office

259 Maynard Street

Pope AFB, NC 28308-2391

Phone (910) 394-4183
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Figure 1 - Map Illustrating the Study Area Location within Housing Area
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Figure 2 - Motor Pool Aerial Photo circa 1946
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Figure 3 - Housing Area Aerial Photo circa 1994
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