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1.0 BACKGROUND

AFI 32-7064 and the Sikes Act require the preparation of an Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP).  In addition, the Sikes Act requires implementation of the INRMP.   The plan may include component plans for major areas of natural resources. The INRMP is to be revised every five years, or whenever there is a significant change, and it is to be reviewed annually. The INRMP is to be coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission; the respective parties are required to mutually agree to with the terms of the IMRMP.

The Pope Air Force Base INRMP was developed December 1999.  The Fish and Wildlife Component Plan was reviewed and accepted by the North Carolina State Wildlife Resources Commission on 14 Oct 99, and by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 9 November 99.  The Environmental Impact Analysis Process concluded that the 1999 INRMP qualified for a categorical exclusion, and the associated AF 813 was signed on   2 Nov 00.

During the 2001 annual review called for in AFI 32-7064 sec 2.1.2.1, the document was analyzed and portions of it were corrected, updated, and/or revised.  The emphasis of the update was to review available environmental documents to accurately summarize or reference the documents in the INRMP, so that the INRMP could be used as an environmental baseline.  In addition, management actions were proposed, based on resource and mission needs and management directions.

2.0 MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

The INRMP 2001 Update provides an overview of natural resources management on the Pope Air Force Base, to be used for project support and coordination.  In addition, four Component Plans provide more specific information where available; these are the Fish and Wildlife Management Plan, the Threatened and Endangered Species Management Plan, the Forest Management Plan, and the Wetland Management Plan.  Proposed Management Actions for the Plans are detailed below:

2.1 Fish and Wildlife Management Plan Actions:

· Project support

· Maintaining species lists

· Updating habitat maps

· Conducting aquatic and fish surveys

· Evaluating for and developing a Watchable Wildlife Program/Brochure

· Evaluating Bird/Wildlife Airstrike Hazards (BASH) situations

· Developing formal agreements with the state for Fish and Wildlife Coordination

· Developing formal agreements with Fort Bragg

2.2 Threatened and Endangered Species Plan (includes Species of Concern) Actions:

· Project support

· Obtain GIS (Geographic Information System)

· Establish a controlled burning cycle beginning in January/February 2002

· Conduct yearly red-cockaded woodpecker activity surveys; assess habitat

· Conduct a new survey for threatened and endangered species, and species of concern

2.3 Forest Management Plan:
· Controlled burning coordination

· Post-burn assessments

2.4
Wetland Management Plan:
· Protection of wetlands

3.0 APPROVAL AND COORDINATION

The draft INRMP was submitted for coordination and comments to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, the North Carolina Natural Heritage Program, and Fort Bragg.  Comments and responses are available in Appendix E.  The INRMP was approved by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission on 3 October 2001 and by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 1 November 2001.

AFI 32-7064 section 1.2.7.1 requires approval by the Installation or Support Group Commander. The Support Group Commander approved the INRMP on 2 November 2001.

The Sikes Act also requires a public comment period.  The draft document was also submitted to the public for comments through legal notices in the Fayetteville Observer and the Carolina Flyer.  It was made available for review at Cumberland County Libraries Main Branch in Fayetteville and Spring Lake Branch, as well as in the Pope AFB Library.  The public comment period documentation is provided in Appendix E.  No comments from the general public were received.

The INRMP and its implementation required an AF 813, and qualified for a categorical exclusion from further actions.  The prescribed fire is a “continuation or resumption of pre-existing actions” (AFI 32-7061 A2.3.7); and other actions such as evaluations and surveys fall under study efforts, which are categorically excluded from further environmental analysis (AFI 32-7061 A2.3.24 or A2.3.25).  If a study suggests or concludes that there is a need for other actions, the environmental impact analysis process will be initiated at that point.  The AF 813 is located in Appendix F.
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